
 

                                                    

From the Principalõs  

Desk 

First term round-up 

As we come to the end of the first term in our school year 
2017/2018 I would like to congratulate all the staff and children for a great termõs work. All classes have 
been working really well and there is a great atmosphere of co-operation and ôindustryõ   throughout the 
school. We welcomed a new group of Junior Infants and their parents into the school in September and I 
would like to thank all the senior pupils who have helped them to settle in and become a great addition to our 

school communityΦ 

 At this stage all our student committees and student teams have been formed and they are each busy with 
their own particular tasks. The children are delighted that we have finally managed to purchase our first set 
of tablets for use in school. These will be used in a number of ways to enhance teaching and learning as we 
take advantage of the rich and meaningful educational experiences which tablet technologies can offer. Lots 
of ideas are being put forward for student fund-raising to increase the number of tablets in the school. 
The initial fund-raising efforts were given a great boost by a generous contribution from the PA and this has 
motivated the children to build on their efforts so that they can add to the stock of 6 tablets already 
bought. 

Forest learning was a feature of the first term for a number of classes, when they went out and about 
in the local environment to learn in a motivating, cross-curricular way. Many more forest learning opportuni-
ties are planned for the next two terms.  Science was a big feature of the term also, with a science fair or-
ganised by fifth and sixth class drawing a record number of visitors. Photographs of the science fair can be 
seen on our website under principalõs blog.  

During the term we undertook a parental survey on attitudes to homework, the results of which can also be 
viewed on principalõs blog. We also surveyed children and staff and have a set of recommendations which will 
inform our next steps. It was good to get very valuable feedback from parents and we are grateful to all who 
took the time to respond to our survey. 

This term also saw a fantastic whole community event in our first annual RETNS Craft Fair. The school man-
agement really appreciates the generosity of staff and parents who gave so much in terms of money, time and 
effort to make the craft fair a huge success. As well as exceeding expectations in monetary terms, the craft 
fair was also a great success in terms of our school community as it was an event at which pupils, staff, par-
ents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, siblings, past parents, former staff, friends of parents and staff, 
teachers from other schools and members of the local community came together to make it a true community 
event. We hope the craft fair goes from strength to strength as an annual RETNS event and it is now firmly 
marked on the calendar for next year.  

We are delighted that a new RETNS Garden Group has been formed and we look forward to working on ideas 
for the development of our small and large ôgreenõ areas.  

We are delighted to be able to announce the launch of our new look website. Thanks to those who gave of 
their time and expertise to develop a very modern looking, mobile friendly website, which we hope will be a 
great source of information on our school for many years to come. Check it out now at www.retns.ie.  
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As for Winterfest ð what more can be said? The children surpassed themselves with a performance of 
Peter Pan that was truly magical and thoroughly entertaining. Thank you to all the families who came and 
supported the children and of course a genuine and sincere thank you to our amazing RETNS staff, who 
pulled out all the who pulled out all the stops in terms of props, music, dance routines and songs to make 

this a Winterfest to remember. DVDs of Winterfest are available to buy at ϵ10 each. 

Thanks 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the Board of Management for their continued 
dedication and commitment to the school, and for the invaluable work they do in keeping the school run-
ning so well. Thank you to Claire Branagan and Sarah Benson who left the board during the year due to 
other commitments. They both contributed enormously to the school while on the board and continue to 
support our efforts to develop our school. We welcome Jane Sweetman and Paul Walsh onto the board 
and thank them for their interest in working on the management side of the school. It is a privilege for 
our school to have the support of such a dedicated group of people as our current board of management.  

I would like to thank the members of the PA committee and individual parents who give up their pre-
cious time to work for the good of all the children and the benefit of the whole school community during 
this term. A special thank you must go to all those parents who worked so hard behind the scenes to 
ensure that the craft fair was a success, and to those who have spent hours in the school, and at home, 
helping the children to prepare for this yearõs Winterfest celebration. Parental involvement is a very 
strong and vital element of the success of our school.  If you would like to be involved in the school in 
the coming term please give your name to your childõs class teacher, contact your PA class rep, or get 
involved in the school development committee, which will be continuing its work to prioritise what is 
needed in school and ensure that we have available funds to meet all our objectives.  

To the pupils, well done on a great termõs work!  As always, the children continually strive to do their 
best and to build a school community where there is enjoyment in learning and a real school spirit. They 
show great enthusiasm for all whole school events and it is great to see the commitment and enthusiasm 
they have for all they undertake. 

 I would like to thank our fantastic staff for their whole-hearted dedication and commitment to every 
single child in the school, and for their caring and support of each other. Their fabulous team spirit con-
tinues to grow and is what makes our school the great learning environment that it is, and a fabulous 
workplace to come to each day. The discipline, achievements and happiness of the children in school can 
be attributed to the hard work, living example and dedication of each member of RETNS staff.  

Going Forward 

We look forward to next term when we will continue to find innovative ways to use our tablets to en-
hance teaching and learning, we will increase our range of activities to achieve our next Green Flag and 
we will work towards our aim of achieving an Active School Flag for RETNS. We will continue to mark 
Mindfulness Monday and celebrate our group and individual achievements during our weekly assemblies. 
Our newly developed website will allow us the opportunity to showcase more often the exciting work 
that is going on in our school, and at all levels we will continue to work towards school development in 
ways that will improve the teaching and learning experience for all our pupils.  

On behalf of the staff I would like to wish all our families a very enjoyable and safe festive season, 
with lots of family fun, and look forward to seeing everyone again in January 2018. 

Nollaig Shona.   Mary 

 



 

 

 

 

 Message from the Chairperson-BoM 
 
 
Another eventful year at RETNS draws to an end. Some things change, but much stays the same. 
We said goodbye to two much loved and long serving teachers. We resurfaced the area in front of 
the school. We raised thousands to pay for it, running mini-marathons, putting on a comedy night 
and packing shopping bags. We ran a first craft fair. We redesigned our website. We upgraded the 
sound system. And in this final week we cheered a whole-school Winterfest. A lot can be done when 
people pull together. 
 
We look forward to doing more together for our school in 2018, but before then it is time for a well-
deserved break. The Board of Management would like to wish all members of our school community 
a very happy Christmas. On which subject, here is a thought, due to Andy Rooney, a well-known 
American broadcaster with a reputation for wisdom: ñOne of the most glorious messes in the 
world is the mess created in the living room on Christmas Day. Donôt clean it up too quickly.ò 
 Pete Lunn 

 

 

    tƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǘŜǊƳ 
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    Peter Pan ð Winterfest 2017 

LŦ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴΣ tŜǘŜǊ tŀƴΦ ²ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǎǘ нлмт ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ƎŜƴŜǎƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƪƛƭŦǳƭ ǊŜǿǊƛǝƴƎ ƻŦ WΦaΦ .ŀǊǊƛŜΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǘŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƘŀƴǝƴƎ ǎƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝƻƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǎǿƛƊƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛπ

ǝƻƴŀƭ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƅŜǿ ǘƻ bŜǾŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǎǘ .ƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛŘŜƻǳǘΦ 

bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŜŀǊǎƻƳŜ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

aŜǊƳŀƛŘΩǎ /ƻǾŜΦ ! ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘǿƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎȅ ōŜŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ƻŦ .ŜŜ IƛǾŜ .ŀȅΣ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ vǳŜŜƴ .ŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ Iƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ƅȅƛƴƎ ōƻȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Lƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǎǘ .ƻȅǎΩ IƛŘŜƻǳǘ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǎǘŀǊŘƭȅ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ Iƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ tŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ƳŀƎƛŎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΦ Iƻƻƪ ƳŜǘ Ƙƛǎ 

ƴŜƳŜǎƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀƴ άŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎέ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƅȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

CƛƊƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǎƛȄǘƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŀƭŜΣ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǊŜƴŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ {ǘŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘέΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ΣŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƘŀǳƴǝƴƎ 

ά[ƻǎǘ .ƻȅέΣ ƪŜȅ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ōŀƭƭŜǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƭǳŘŜΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǳǇōŜŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ 

ŀǎ ά{ƘŀƪŜ ƛǘ hũέΣ ά ! tƛǊŀǘŜΩǎ [ƛŦŜέΣ άbŜǾŜǊ {ƳƛƭŜ ŀǘ ŀ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜέΣ ά L  ²ƻƴΩǘ DǊƻǿ ¦ǇέΣ ά¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀέΣ 

ά5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ vǳŜŜƴέΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ aŀƎƛŎΚέ ŀƴŘ ά .ǳƛƭŘ ƳŜ ǳǇ .ǳǧŜǊŎǳǇέΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƴŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǳƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƅƻŀǝƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΗ 

!ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜŘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎΣ ƎȅƳƴŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎΦ ¢Ǌŀƴǎπ

ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǎƪƛƭŦǳƭ ƳŀƪŜ-ǳǇΣ ŦŜŀǊǎƻƳŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ IƻƻƪǎΣ ǿƛƴǎƻƳŜ ¢ƛƴƪŜǊōŜƭƭǎΣ ƛǊǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛōƭŜ tŜǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ²ŜƴŘȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ŎǳŘŘƭȅ ǘŜŘŘƛŜǎΣ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭ ōŀƭƭŜǊƛƴŀǎΣ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ ōŜŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŀǎǘŀǊŘƭȅ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎ ςǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ōǳǘ ŀ ŦŜǿΗΦ !ƴ ŜƭŦ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƻũ ƘŜǊ ǎƘŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōŜǿƛƭπ

ŘŜǊŜŘ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǊƛŜǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝƻƴΦ !ƭƭ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇƭƻƳō 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ bŜǾŜǊƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƳŀƎƛŎΗ 

¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎΣ ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜŬƴŜǊǎΣ ƳŀƪŜ ςǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ǿƘƛȊȊŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƭƳŜŘ ƻǳǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǝȊȊŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǉǳŜŜƴǎΧΦΦ ²Ŝ ǎŀȅ Ǝƻ ǊŀƛōƘ ƳƛƭŜ 

ƳŀƛǘƘ ŀƎŀƛōƘΗΗ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΧΧΧ 

   άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘέ Lƭŀƴŀ сǘƘ 

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊέ aŜŀŘƘōƘ сǘƘ 

άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ  ǎƻ L  ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘΦ [ƛƪŜ aŜŀŘƘōƘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ 

ȅŜŀǊέ  [ƻƭŀ 
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Comments Corner 

ñMy favourite thing about Winterfest was my Mum seeing me on the stageô says 
Cameron 

óMy favourite thing about Winterfest was going on the secret stairsô says Evie 

SI 

óI liked being Tinkerbell for winterfest and it was lots of funô says Simone. 

óWinterfest was loads of fun and I really enjoyed itô Maya says. 

  

2
nd

 

Bria says óI liked being a pirate!
 

 
3rd

 

Connie says óI liked being Captain Hook
 

4th  

Sarah saysô Winterfest was loads of fun! I liked being a bee 

5th
 

Kaitlyn says óWinterfest was fun. And Peter Pan was great!!ò (Peter Pan 

Herself!!) 

6
th
 

Jude says óThe jokes were a bit cringeyô (But he was great delivering them!!) 

  

  

  



 

²ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǎǘτ¢ƘŜ !ƴǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ŎǝƻƴΗΗ 


